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BLUE SKY BUILDING 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Dust Control Measures (DCM) document has been 
prepared by Blue Sky Building on behalf of Guinness 
Developments Ltd pursuant to Condition 17 of Decision Notice 
reference 14/00559/OPM for the “Reserved Matters Application 
for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale pursuant 
to Outline Planning Permission reference 14/00559/OPM dated 
19 October 2017 for development of 526 residential units (C3) 
and commercial (Class E) and Sui Generis (formerly A4 and 
A5) floorspace with associated access, parking and 
landscaping following demolition of existing buildings.” at The 
Matalan Site, Danesgate, Stevenage, SG1 1XB.  

It has been prepared with reference to Air Quality Assessment 
reference E2878 dated 27th October 2020 by Entran Ltd, which 
was submitted under the above mentioned Reserved Matters 
application. That assessment identified the dust risk sensitivity 
to health as low and to soiling as high: 

The proposed scheme comprises the demolition of the existing 
Matalan retail building and the construction of the proposed 
residential scheme in two phases. 

This report identifies dust mitigation measures top be followed 
for the demolition and enabling phase of works. It should be 
read in conjunction with Demolition Management Plan for the 
project. When appointed, contractors will be required to follow 
the procedures set out in this document, to inform their own 
detailed Method Statements and Environmental Management 
Plans for the project. 
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2.0 THE SITE 

Location Plan & Receptors 
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3.0 NATURE OF THE PROJECT/ 
SCOPE OF WORKS 

Scope of works 

This document relates to the demolition and initial enabling 
works phase of the proposed redevelopment of The Matalan 
Site into a residential scheme of six buildings. 

The proposed demolition works include: 
 Demolition of the existing Matalan retail building including

removal of its ground slab and foundations.
 Removal of existing trees and vegetation across the car

park and boundary.
 Removal of street furniture, trolley shelters, car park

barriers and lighting columns across the car park.
 Clearance of perimeter walls, fences and hedges to the

boundary
 Breaking up and removal of the car park, paving and

hardstandings across the car park and service yard of the
existing store.

Associated enabling works: 
 Provision of a secure timber hoarding and gates to the

boundary, to remain in position for the construction project.
 On site crushing, grading and stockpiling of demolition

arisings for use in the construction project as temporary
subbase (optional item to be confirmed subject to the
quality of demolition arisings).

 Formation of a piling platform of compacted crushed
material (optional item to be agreed as works proceed).

Indicative Programme 

Demolition and Enabling works are currently planned to 
commence in July 2021 for a duration of around 16 weeks. 
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4.0 THE DEMOLITION SITE 

Pre-Commencement 
Prior to commencement of works on site a period of pre-
demolition planning and activities are required to ensure works 
can commence. 

 Production of a detailed task specific  Demolition Method
Statements.

 Neighbour liaison before the commencement on site to
explain the nature of works.

 Formulation of project Construction Phase Plan and risk
assessments under CDM.

 Preparation and submission of Safe system of work and
licence applications for removal of Asbestos Containing
Materials (ACMs) (if found).

 Formulation of Site Waste Management Plans and
environmental plans as per the current DEFRA guidelines.

 Production of detailed works programmes and sequencing.
 Highways condition surveys to be carried out prior to

commencement on site.
 Liaison with SBC regarding vehicle movements.
 SBC licence applications and approvals for hoardings and

crossover.
 Baseline environmental monitoring.

Site Establishment 
Site establishment works will comprise securing the demolition 
and construction site and providing welfare accommodation. 
Specific Site Establishment activities will include: 

 Establish demolition site office and welfare facilities for the
workforce in temporary cabins.

 Erect hoardings to secure the site. Hoardings will be 2.4m
high, solid timber, with clear warning signs. Where
hoardings and gates are on the public highway, they will
follow SBC licencing rules.

 Vehicle and pedestrian access to the works will be via
separate gates, controlled by fully trained gatemen and
traffic marshals.

 Installation of site temporary electrics, lighting, water and
fire alarms. Where possible the site will operate from
connections to permanent utility supplies rather than
generators.

 Perimeter scaffolds with Monarflex (or similar) sheeting will
be erected to the south affording screening to boundary
with Pinetree Court.

 Wheel cleaning facilities will be established at the site
entrances. Wheel washing will be by handheld jet wash
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inside the site boundary. A temporary sump will be formed to 
prevent spoil build up in main drainage. 

Working hours 
Working Hours will be as directed by SBC and are expected to 
be: 

07.30 to 17.30 Monday to Friday 
08.00 to 13.00 Saturday 

No works will be undertaken on Sundays or Bank Holidays. 

Should additional hours be required while COVID-19 
restrictions remain in place the contractor will make appropriate 
application to SBC. 

Emergency planning and response 
The Contractor will develop a plan for emergencies to 
incorporate: 

 Emergency procedures including emergency pollution
control to enable a quick response.

 Emergency phone numbers and the method of notifying
SBC and statutory authorities. Contact numbers for the key
staff of the Contractor will also be included. The Contractor
will display a ‘contact board’ at the site entrance identifying
key personnel with contact addresses and telephone
numbers, so that members of the public know who to contact
in the event of a report or query.

Demolition 
Demolition of the existing building at the Site will be a carefully 
managed process that can be considered deconstruction.  

Dust emissions will be controlled at the working face and 
loading away area by a fine water spray. The quantity of water 
emitted by the sprays will be regulated and controlled to prevent 
any flooding. Hoses will be deployed through the excavator arm 
where practical.
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5.0 DUST MITIGATION MEASURES  

The Contractor will, as far as reasonably practical, seek to 
control and limit emissions to the atmosphere in terms of 
gaseous and particulate pollutants from tools and equipment 
used on site and dust from demolition activities. Special 
precautions must be taken when materials containing asbestos 
are encountered. 

Throughout the project, the Contractor will ensure the following: 

 The Contractor will maintain on site, a logbook system for
recording any incidents and any corrective action taken for
inspection by the Council’s representatives. This will be
forwarded to the Council on a regular basis.

 Where potential dust producing activities are taking place,
screens remain in position. This will include all demolition
and excavation works.

 Soft strip inside buildings before demolition (retaining walls
and windows in the rest of the building where possible, to
provide a screen against dust).

 Ensure water suppression is used during demolition
operations.

 Avoid explosive blasting, using appropriate manual or
mechanical alternatives.

 Bag and remove any biological debris or damp down such
material before demolition.

 There is no burning of waste materials on site.
 There is an adequate water supply on the site (using

recycled water where possible).
 Disposal of run-off water from dust suppression activities

and cleaning is in accordance with the appropriate legal
requirements.

 All dust control equipment is maintained in good condition
and record maintenance activities.

 Site hoarding, barriers and scaffolding are kept clean.
 If necessary, clean public road and pavement using wet

sweeping methods.
 All vehicles carrying loose or potentially dusty material to or

from the site are fully sheeted.
 Plant working on site to have exhausts positioned such that

the risk of re-suspension of ground dust is minimised
(exhausts should preferably point upwards), where
reasonably practicable.

 Materials with the potential to produce dust are stored away
from site boundaries where reasonably practicable.

 Minimise the amount of excavated material held on site.
 Sheet, seal or damp down unavoidable stockpiles and skips

of material held at site, where required.
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 Avoid double handling of material wherever reasonably
practicable.

 Sheet or otherwise enclose loaded bins and skips.
 Minimise drop heights from conveyors, loading shovels,

hoppers and other loading or handling equipment and use
fine water sprays on such equipment wherever appropriate.

 Use prefabrication of goods and materials to reduce the
need for grinding, sawing and cutting on site wherever
reasonably practicable.

 Only use cutting, grinding or sawing equipment fitted or in
conjunction with suitable dust suppression techniques such
as water sprays or local extraction.

 The engines of all vehicles delivering to site are not left
running unnecessarily to prevent exhaust.

 That conveyor equipment will be well maintained, with
regular servicing and maintenance carried out.

 Use low emission plant fitted with catalysts, diesel
particulate filters or similar devices.

 Use ultra-low sulphur fuels in plant.
 That plant will be well maintained, with routine servicing of

plant and vehicles. On site servicing and maintenance to be
carried out where possible.

 Carry out site inspections regularly to monitor compliance
with dust control procedures set out above and record the
results of the inspections, including nil returns, in the
logbook system.

 Increase the frequency of site inspections when activities
with a high potential to produce dust are being carried out
and during prolonged dry or windy conditions.

 Record any exceptional incidents causing dust episodes on
or off the site and the action taken to resolve the situation in
the logbook system.

Trackout 
 Regularly use a water-assisted dust sweeper on the access

and local roads, as necessary, to remove any material
tracked out of the site.

 Avoid dry sweeping of large areas.
 Ensure vehicles entering and leaving sites are securely

covered to prevent escape of materials during transport.
 Record all inspections of haul routes and any subsequent

action in a site logbook.
 Install hard surfaced haul routes, which are regularly

damped down with fixed or mobile sprinkler systems and
regularly cleaned.

 Inspect haul routes for integrity and instigate necessary
repairs to the surface as soon as reasonably practicable;

 Implement a wheel washing system (with rumble grids to
dislodge accumulated dust and mud prior to leaving the site
where reasonably practicable).

 Ensure there is an adequate area of hard surfaced road
between the wheel wash facility and the site exit, wherever
site size and layout permits.
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 Access gates to be located at least 10m from receptors
where possible.

 Apply dust suppressants to locations where a large volume
of vehicles enters and exit the construction site.

Complaints Procedure 
Complaints received by the site will be dealt with as follows: 

 A site representative will telephone or visit the complainant
to establish the exact details and nature of the complaint;

 Where the nuisance is or was temporary and has such
ceased, the complainant will be informed, and appropriate
remedial action taken;

 Where the nuisance is sporadic a visit will be arranged
accordingly to ensure the complaint is verified subjectively;

 A noise/ vibration / dust measurement regime shall be
established and measured against project standards.
Where the measurement exceeds the project specifications
further mitigations and measures will be established to
bring evidence in line with the project standards.

 the Contractor will notify SBC of all complaints received and
exceedances of trigger levels within 2 days of the event.

The following drawing appears overleaf: 
BSB-MS-001 – Logistics – Demolition 
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INTRODUCING BLUE SKY BUILDING 
FOUNDED ON EXCELLENCE 

In 2012, Julian Daniel, our Founder and Managing Director 
spotted the opportunity to create a company of his own, Blue 
Sky Building, which would embody the enthusiasm and 
passion he feels for the industry. 

Blue Sky Building is an innovative construction management 
company which delivers unique solutions. Our founding 
directors boast a combined experience of over eight 
decades, uniting their background in the delivery of bespoke 
construction with the expertise and skills needed to manage 
complex engineering and construction projects, particularly 
in the midst of the kind of city centre environment prevalent 
in London and the South East. 

We act as a trusted collaborator, setting the kind of 
standards other constructors aspire to, by offering our clients 
quality, professionalism and innovation. We’ve built our 
reputation upon offering a bespoke service each time, 
tailored to meet the individual needs of each client. 

We know our industry and understand how the construction 
process works. We study our clients’ business and we 
understand the wider business climate, bringing all three 
together in a pursuit of excellence which is as relentless as it 
is refreshing. 

At Blue Sky Building, no resource is more valuable than the 
people charged with delivering our vision. The principles we 
work around are excellence, quality and safety and the 
values underpinning our work are intelligence, honesty, 
integrity and trust. 

Our Promise: 

▪ A focus on the client;
▪ Clarity of leadership and direction;
▪ Accessible and practical advice;
▪ Input and ownership up to Director level;
▪ Appropriate and timely communication;
▪ Simple solutions to complex issues;
▪ Advice which is independent and maintains the integrity

of the clients’ procurement process;
▪ In depth knowledge of the market and links to key trade

contractors; and
▪ Value added throughout - from design, through

procurement and on to construction.

OUR SERVICES 

CONSTRUCTION DELIVERY 
PRECONSTRUCTION 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY 

OUR VALUES 
INTELLIGENCE 

HONESTY 
INTEGRITY 

TRUST
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